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TABLE OF DIMENSIONS, PROPORTIONS, &c.-continued. 

16 Longitudinal arc.. 14*6 23 Occipital transverse 11 *6 
17 Frontal ,, .. 4 85 arc 
18 Parietal ,, .. 5 1 24 Latitudinal index 716 
19 Occipital ,, .. 4-6 25 Altitudinal ,, '743 
20 Frontal transverse 11 65 26 Gnathic ,, 30 

arc 
21 Vertical transverse 12 * 1 27 Nasal , 50 

arc 28 Orbital ,, 81 
22 Pariethl transverse 12'8 

arc 29 Cubic contents .. 78 *5 

OBSERVATIONS on the COLLECTION of SKULLS sent by CAPT. BURTON, 
F.R.G.S., &c., to the BRITISH MUSEUM, SEPTEMBER, 1878. By 
PROF. OWEN, C.B., F.R.S. 

PALMYRA SKULLS. 

OF the three skulls from Palmyra submitted to me by Capt. 
Burton: 

One (A) includes the upper jaw and calvarium to near the 
lambdoidal suture. This indicates a long and narrow cranium; 
the profile and glabella are very similar to those of the Egyptian 
skull of the IVth Dynasty, figured in Vol. IV, P1. XXI, of the 
"Journal of the Anthropological Institute ;" but the frontal 
bone does not rise quite as high, and the cranium is niarrower; 
the brain was less developed. The upper jaw is a little progna- 
thic. The molar teeth offer the same proportions as in Fig. 2 
of the Plate above cited. 

The second skull (B) is of a female. The cranium is broader 
and the vertex higher in proportion to the length of the skull 
than in A. It is a small skull for a female, but the individual 
was adult, and had lost the right upper permanent mid-incisor 
before death, the socket being obliterated by absorption. 

The third skull (C) is of a child; by the state of the dentition 
about four or five years old. 

The racial characters of these skulls are those of the most 
ancient known Egyptians. They are not Australioid nor 
Papuan, nor Negroid, nor Mongolian; but of that somewhat 
negative type termed Indo-European, Aryan or Caucasian, of 
which the varieties are endless in relation to the manifold 
habitual exercises of the brain at the several phases of the 
Caucasian and Aryan civilisations. 
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324 PROF. OWEN.-Observations on the Collection of Skulls. 

EGYPTIAN SKULLS. 
Of the series collected by Capt. Burton in the Necropolis of 

Ghizeh, D, E, and a few at Sakhara, F, not any of them deviate 
from the type figured (loc. cit.); in a degree supporting an in- 
ference as to racial distinction therefrom. 

Not one is Australioid, Negroid, or Mongolian. 
The skull D, marked " Pyramid, April 29th," shows a better 

cerebral development than the subject of P1. XXI, Vol. IV 
(" Journal of Anthropological Institute.") It might have 
belonged to an individual of the intelligence and capacity of 
the subject of the famous statue in the Khedival Museum at 
Boulak, of which photographs were obtained by me, and 
afforded the subjects 1, 2, 3, of P1. XX (loc. cit). 

The skull E might have been the subject of P1. XXI (loc. cit). 
To note the minor diversities in proportions of breadth to 

length of cranium, development of nasal bones,* deviations 
from the flatness of the cheek-bones toward convexity, &c., &c., 
would be not more instructive than such annotations made on 
corresponding individual varieties which the " ossuarium " of a 
British grave yard might furnish. 

NOVEMBER 26TH, 1878. 

JOHN EVANS, Esq., D.C.L., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The Rev. JOHN ROBBINS, D.D., was announced as a member. 
Mr. WORTHINGTON G. SMITH exhibited a series of flint imple- 

ments from the Valley of the Lea. 
Mr. E. W. BRABROOK read a paper by Prof. DANIEL WILSON, 

LL.D., "On some American Illustrations of the Evolution of 
New Varieties of Men." This will appear in a future number 
of the transactions. 

The followino presents to the Library were announced, and 
thanks were ordered to be returned to the respective donors for 
the same:- 

* See the extremes contrasted in skulls D and F. 
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